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Ecological Stewardship Committee 

Q&A: PART TWO:   

Forest Management 

Why does Stewardship have the biggest budget of any committee? 

Stewardship does a variety of projects and some of them are expensive, 

especially forest management. 

How do you ‘manage’ a forest? Doesn’t it grow itself? 

Yes it does, but our forest has issues. For one thing, it has been aggressively 

logged as recently as the 1980s. For another, it has had deer eating every 

seedling it puts out. So it has been replanted and the replanting leads to more 

work: protecting seedlings with cones, removing cones, spacing out the young 

stands, etc. 

Our forest is almost all Douglas Fir. Why is it so uniform? 

 
That is the dominant species hereabout, and its also what was planted. Left to 

itself, forest in southern coastal BC is naturally predominantly Douglas fir. About 

2/3 of our forest regenerated naturally after logging in the middle of last century; 

the rest was replanted after logging in the 1980s. 

 

But everyone likes diversity and so we encourage some unique local species like 

arbutus, broadleaf maple, and Garry oak.  

How do you “encourage” a tree? 

When we are spacing a stand we favour diverse species by not choosing them to 

cut, and by cutting out anything that is crowding them too closely. We also 



encourage understory shrubs by thinning trees (opening up the canopy) and 

letting light in. 

Are ‘spacing’ and ‘thinning’ the same thing? 

By and large, yes, but we refer to work on juvenile stands (~30 years old) as 

spacing; and work on maturing stands (~60-80 years old) as thinning. The work 

is repeated because as a tree grows, it needs more space. 

Surely nature can deal with this without us interfering? 

True. However, there are several benefits to spacing and then, 40 years later, 

thinning a stand of trees. These include: 

1.letting in more light to encourage understory and bird life 

2.accelerating the growth of trees we select to keep 

3.creating a more accessible, park-like forest 
 

4.relieving diverse species 

5.gleaning some logs from maturing stands 

We do logging? 

Not as such. When we thin stands that are of an age that the logs are valuable, 

we sell the logs to fund forestry work. The needles and branches left behind to 

rot represent the majority of the nutrients in the cut trees. 

Why is the island so heavily forested? 

As you hike the trails, you find more and more areas—knolls and bluffs and low, 

wet areas—where the forest opens up, so it is not all trees all the time. But 

forests are the norm in coastal British Columbia unless they are disrupted. For 

example, the big central meadow by the airstrip is a product of human 



intervention. Originally, that land was open because first nations burned it 

regularly to promote root crops, especially camas lilies. 

 

Does the forest renew itself? 

Right now, ours does not. Deer are still eating seedlings before they can get 

established, so there are very few young trees on the island, and none of them 

are leafy or deciduous. 

Does Stewardship plan to keep some open meadows? 

Yes. In fact, our central meadows need some intervention to keep invasive 

hawthorn trees from filling it in. 

Is forestry work ongoing? 

Yes.  A detailed plan for the next few years is now ready and you will find it 

attached. It is being circulated so that it can be presented and discussed at the 

upcoming AGM.  
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